6 Overview and Scrutiny

The Overview and Scrutiny Committee supports and challenges the work of the
Cabinet and the Council as a whole. It may be supported by sub-committees (known
as Boards) or Task Groups. Cabinet members cannot sit on the Overview and
Scrutiny Committee or any of its sub-committees. The Committee may hold inquiries
into matters of local concern in which the public may take part, and may invite external
bodies to provide evidence or appear before it. This sometimes lead to reports and
recommendations which advise the Cabinet, the Council as a whole, and, in some
cases, outside agencies, on policies, budgets, and service delivery. Individual
Councillors may ask for items related to Council functions to be placed on the agenda
of the committee.

The Overview and Scrutiny Committee also monitors the decisions of the Executive
and key decisions taken by officers that have been taken but not yet implemented.
Non-Cabinet Councillors can ‘call-in’ these decisions to enable the Overview and
Scrutiny Committee to consider whether the decision is appropriate. The Overview
and Scrutiny Committee may recommend that the decision is reconsidered by Cabinet.

The Overview and Scrutiny Committee may also be consulted by the Cabinet or the
Council on forthcoming decisions and the development of policy.

13/02/24



